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SUMMARY

In the EU solar panels have proliferated in the countryside with
potential for farmers to use these to generate green energy
alongside their farming activities. (Agrivoltaics) To date the main
use has been in fields used for grazing sheep, with limited
examples of these co-existing with free range poultry. There are
studies reporting on potential advantages of the use of panels on
land used to farm poultry.

In 2023 the EU amended the egg marketing Regulation to permit
free range systems to install solar panels in open areas, subject to
compliance with EU animal welfare rules. Previously this was
restricted to areas with vegetation, allowing only orchards,
woodlands and grazing. Solar panels can provide shelter for [N s

Hens perching on tree

poultry, however it is important to ensure their appropriate size,
positioning, temperature and the need to maintain natural
vegetation are met. These provisions should ensure the birds can
continue to behave naturally in their environment.
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Case study impacts

e Artificial shelters may produce similar effects as bird natural shelters, but a vegetative
cover offers a wider range of benefits for the birds, ecosystem biodiversity and as an
active climate change mitigation strategy.

e Setting a maximum space of the range covered by solar panels is important to prevent
greenwashing, ensuring poultry activity take precedence over energy production.

e Solar panels may provide improved sustainability with renewable energy,
supplementary income and diversification for farmers whilst complying with animal
welfare rules.

e There are few studies addressing the use of solar panels in free-range poultry systems.
Future pilot studies and practical experiences are necessary to understand their
benefits, consequences, and potential impacts on the health and welfare of the birds.
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One Welfare Pillars

e Qutdoor area shall have 50% vegetation cover to maximize
their use by the hens

e Solar panels do not replace the need for natural cover on the
range

e Temperature beneath the panels and vegetation can impact
bird wellbeing

ANIMAL WELFARE

e The system requires adaptation to facilitate and support
human inspection of birds, panels and soil.

e Agrovoltaics can provide diversification to farming income and
can help generate green energy.

Physical
¢ |Importance to establish minimum height beneath solar panels
for hens and human inspection
Social environment
e Vegetation diversity enhances environmental variation for
birds, increasing insect population and forage materials.
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Animal behaviour and welfare; legal; environment; renewable energies; agri-food; egg production;
environment/vegetation management; climate change; biodiversity
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